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SPECIALIZED TRAINING 

CHAPTER 1 

1 .  INTRODUCTION. Scout dog platoons m a y  be  
a s s i g n e d  a t  c o r p s  o r  d iv i s ion  leve l .  E l e m e n t s  of t h e  
platoon ( s q u a d s  o r  t e a m s )  m a y  be a t t a c h e d  down t o  
bat tal ion and company l e v e l  f o r  s p e c i f i c  m i s s i o n s  o r  
p e r i o d s  of t i m e .  

2 .  MISSION O F  A SCOUT DOG PLATOON.  The 
m i s s i o n  of a  scout  dog platoon is  t o  s u p p o r t  i n f a n t r y ,  
a i r b o r n e  and o t h e r  type  units  in  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
aga ins t  hos t i l e  f o r c e s  by de tec t ing  and giving s i l e n t  - 
warning  of any f o r e i g n  p r e s e n c e  ou ts ide  the  m a i n  body. 
Scout  dog t e a m s  m a y  be ut i l ized f o r  spec i f ic  m i s s i o n s :  

a .  Detect ion of a m b u s h  s i t e s .  

b .  Detect ion of s n i p e r s  c l o s e - i n .  

c .  Detect ion of enemy "hideouts" o r  "stay be-  
hind g r o u p s . "  

d .  Detect ion of e n e m y  c a c h e s  of w e a p o n s ,  
food ,  and a m m u n i t i o n .  

c .  Detection of m i n e s  o r  boobyt raps  d u r i n g  
r o a d  c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  

f .  A s s i s t  in v i l l age  block and s e a r c h  o r  block 
and s w e e p  opera t ions  ( f i g s .  3 - 4 ) .  



g .  Accompany a m b u s h  p a t r o l s  a n d / o r  l i s ten ing  
p o s t s  t o  give e a r l y  warn ing  of e n e m y  a p p r o a c h  (f ig.  2 ) .  

3 .  THE P U R P O S E  O F  PLANNING AND P R E P A R A -  
TION FOR USE O F  SCOUT DOG TEAMS.  

a .  When a n  infa:ltry s c o u t  dog platoon i s  a t -  
t ached  t o  a  t a c t i c a l  e l e m e n t  the  platoon l e a d e r  a d v i s e s  
and m a k e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d e r  of t h a t  
unit on the  employment  of the platoon.  When s c o u t  dog 
t e a m s  a r e  employdd with units  tha t  have  not p r e v i o u s l y  
u s e d  t h e m ,  then  p e r s o n n e l  of t h e s e  un i t s  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  
or ien ted  on t h e  s c o u t  dog t e a m ' s  capabi l i t i cs  and  l i m i -  
t a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  abso lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  t e a m ' s  
s u c c e s s  in c o m b a t  s i n c e  m o s t  unit c o m m a n d e r s  a r e  
unfami l ia r  with t h e  p r o p e r  m e t h o d s  of employing  s c o u t  
d o g s .  

b .  P r i o r  t o  a s s i g n m e n t  t o  any  o p e r a t i o n  the  
in fan t ry  scout  dog platoon l e a d e r  i s  c a r e f u l l y  b r i e f e d  
on planned m i s s i o n s  a s  f a r  in advance  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  
a l lows  h im t i m e  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  s c o u t  dog t e a m s  which  
w i l l  be m o s t  effect ive f o r  e a c h  m i s s i o n .  It a l s o  a l l o w s  
t h e  h a n d l e r s  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  and  t h e i r  d o g s ;  
i .  e . ,  checking t h e  dogs  out f o r  any p h y s i c a l  handicaps  
tha t  might  l imi t  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  on o p e r a t i o n ,  cx-  
e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  dogs t o  r e l i e v e  e x c e s s  e n e r g y  f r o m  
being kenneled ,  and running dogs  on a  s h o r t  p a t r o l  t o  
s t i m u l a t e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and t o  v e r i f y  t h e i r  p rof ic iency .  

c .  Another  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  tha t  when-  
e v e r  p o s s i b l e  the  s a m e  s c o u t  dog t e a m  should  w o r k  wi th  



t h e  s a m e  unit o r  pa t ro l  on d i f fe rent  m i s s i o n s .  The  
r ea son  f o r  th i s  i s  because  pe r fo rmance  improves  a s  
the  t e r m  becomes  m o r e  f ami l i a r  with the pe r sonne l .  

d .  The  p r e sence  of a  scout  dog c a u s e s  va r i ed  
r eac t i ons  among pe r sonne l  unfami l ia r  with scout  dogs .  
Some m e n  m a y  f ee l  a n  exaggera ted  s e n s e  of s e c u r i t y  
while o the r s  m a y  become agi ta ted  and app rehens ive .  I 

T o  prevent  t he se  e x t r e m e s  thc  handler  shoultl brief the  
pa t ro l  on the  t c a m ' s  pu rpose ,  capabi l i t i es  and l im i t a -  
t i ons ,  ancl methods  of operation. I 

e .  In o r d e r  t o  do  th is  t he  t e am joins Lhe pa t ro l  
in t i m e  for t hc  pa t ro i  o r d e r  and to  take  pa r t  in the 
ac tua l  planning and pl .eparat ion of the pa t ro l .  At th i s  
t i m e  the  handlcr  g ives  his  r e commenda t i ons  t o  t he  
pa t ro l  l e adc r  a s  to the  p rope r  employment  of t he  t e a m .  

f .  Integration of t hc  t e a m  into the  pa t ro l  a l s o  
includes allowing the handlcr  and dog to  take  pa r t  in 
rehearsals. In th is  way the pa t ro l  m e m b e r s  become  
f ami l i a r  with the t e a m ' s  method of opera t ion  and the 
dog bccomcs  f ami l i a r  with the ncents of individual  
pa t ro l  m e m b e r s  and with tllc noises  ant1 rnotions of a  
pa t ro l  on the nlovq. 

.I. DEPLOYhlENT OF SCOUT DOGS I)!JRING 
M O V E M E N T .  

a .  Genera l ly  the bcs t  posit ion for  the  scout  dog 
team i s  d i r?c t ly  in f ront  oi  the  pa t ro l .  The  t e am p r c -  
c edcs  t hc  pa t ro l  o r  s c r een ing  e l emen t ,  keeping 



general ly  on the assigned di rect ion of movement.  Wind 
conditions may dictate that the t eam move on the wind- 
ward side' of the route  of advance t o  take maximum 
advantage of the dog's s enses  of sme l l  and hear ing.  

b. It may become necessary  at  t imes  t o  place 
the team in the r e a r  of the pat rol  if the wind is blowing 
f rom the r e a r  or when speed is imminent ( a s  in the 
approach march)  s ince  it is best to conserve  the dog's 
energies  whenever possible;  this par t icular ly  appli-  
cable whenever scout dogs a r e  employed a s  par t  of a 
screening force  for  a larger  body of troops moving .to 
an assembly a r e a  (fig I ) .  

c .  On a reconnaissance o r  combat pat rol  where 
infiltration of hostile lines' is des i red  the scout dog can 
be extremely useful in alert ing friendly fo rces  t o  loca- 
tions of enemy outposts. In these  instances the t e a m ,  
when a ler t ing on one outpost, can move to  i t s  right o r  
left to find the location of the o the r ,  thus enabling the 
pat rol  t o  s l ip  between them (fig.  1 ) .  

d .  On a l l  pa t rol  actions one m e m b e r  of the  
pat rol  should be assigned the mis s ion  of protecting the 
handler and dog. The reason for  this is  that when a 
scout dog i s  following a scen t ,  the handler needs both 
hands t o  control  it and therefore  i s  helpless should 
f i r e  be brought upon him. 



F i g u r e  1 . Infiltration of Hostile Lines. 
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F i g u r e  2 .  Deployment of Scout  Dog T e a m  on 
Ambush  a n d / o r  Outpost  S i t e s .  

e .  T h e  d is tance  a t  which t h e  dog m a y  a l e r t  d e -  
pends  on t h e  w e a t h e r  and t e r r a i n .  It m a y  be 300 m e t e r s  
o r  it m a y  be 30 m e t e r s .  But once t h e  dog a l e r t s ,  t h e  
handler  should s i g n a l  the  p a t r o l  t o  h a l t ,  having t h e  
p a t r o l  l e a d e r  move  up on the  s i d e  opposite  the  dog t o  
r e c e i v e  in format ion  of the  e n e m y .  Lf con tac t  is  t o  be 
m a d e ,  the  h a n d l e r ,  ins tead  of moving  t o  the  p a t r o l ' s  
r e a r ,  shoulcl r e m a i n  in p lace  t o  al low the  p a t r o l  t o  
p a s s  th rough liis posi t ion then  f a l l  in behind.  T h i s  p r o -  
c e d u r e  e l i m i n a t e s  u n n e c e s s a r y  m o v e m e n t  and Iience 
r i s ~  t o  the t e a m .  In the  evcnt  a  f i r e f i g h t  deve lops  and  
t h e  t e a m  is  a t  the  point posi t ion it should r e m a i n  in 



p l a c e ,  and  uphen poss ib le  it should m o v e  t o  the  c e n t e r  
of the p a t r o l  o r  t o  a posi t ion which would l e a s t  i n t e r -  
f e r e  with t h e  p a t r o l ' s  f i r e .  

3 €3 t 
@+, 

F i g u r e  2 -  1. Continued.  
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F i g u r e  2 - 3 .  Continued. 
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5. THE P U R P O S E  OF P A T R O L  DEBRIEFINGS.  It 
is  important that  the handler  at tend a l l  debr ief ings .  
F o r  a t  th is  t i m e  he can determine  the faults  and s u c -  
c e s s e s  contributed by the  t eam a s  well  a s  irlstruct 
pa t ro l  m e m b e r s  on ways to  improve fu ture  uti l ization 
of dogs on pat ro l .  

6 .  D E P L O Y M E N T  AND ACTIONS O F  T E A M  ON 
OUTPOST AND.AMBUSH P A T R O L S .  

a .  Scout dog t e a m s  can be ve ry  effective at  
s ta t ic  posit ions such a s  observation p o s t s ,  outpos ts ,  
l istening pos t s ,  and fo r  executing an  ambush (fig.  2 -3 ) .  

b .  When employed in support  of an  outpost o r  ! l istening post scout dogs should be placed in f ront  of 
1 t he  ma in  outpost line f a r  enough in advance of these  

posts to  reduce d is t rac t ions  t o  the clog yet c lose  enough ! 
s o  that  contact can be maintained at  a l l  t imes  and the 
t e a m ' s  position is  not placed in jeopardy in c a s e  of a n  
enemysattack o r  infi l trat ion (fig.  2-2).  

i 
c .  When manning an  outpost and the dog gives  

s i lent  warning of hosti le presence  the  t eam should 
immedia te ly  withdraw t o  the r e a r  of the post s o  that  
they do  not m a s k  the friendly fo rces '  f i r e .  In this r e -  
ga rd  the handler should always have  a p rea r r anged  

route of withdrawal before going on outpost ( f igs .  2 ,  
2 - 1 ,  2-2 ,  2-3) .  



d .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  m e t h o d s  by which a  scout  
dog handler  c a n  a l e r t  the  outpost  c o m n ~ a n d e r  of enemy 
a p p r o a c h ,  but the  m o s t  s i m p l e  and m o s t  o f ten  used  i s  
a  s i m p l e  s t r i n g  a f f a i r  \\,hich i s  s t r u n g  between the  two 
points  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  Individuals  on e i t h e r  end I 
m a y  s i g n a l  t h e  o t h e r  by having a  p r e a r r a n g e d  s i g n a l  
of o n e ,  t w o ,  o r  t h r e e  j e r k s  t o  ind ica te  "be on the  
a l e r t , "  o r  "enemy in s i g h t . "  I 

1 

e .  T h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  w i t h d r a w a l  a n d  s t a t i o n -  I 
ing of s c o u t  dog t e a m s  on an  a m b u s h  p a t r o l  a r e  t h e  i 

! 
s a m e  a s  f o r  o u t p o s t s ,  except  tha t  w h e r e  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  
be c o v e r e d  i s  t o o  wide f o r  one dog t o  s c r e e n  effect ively 
t h e n  two dogs  o r  m o r e  should be e m p l o y e d ,  post ing one 

a t  e a c h  end of t h e  h o r s e s h o e  (fig.  2 - 1 ) .  

f .  Scout  dogs c a n  b e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  employed  f o r  
de tec t ing  and locating hos t i l e  pos i t ions  f o r  p u r p o s e s  of 
avoiding o r  m a k i n g  c o n t a c t ,  and  a r e  qu i te  e f fec t ive  
when the  p a t r o l  m i s s i o n  c a l l s  f o r  in f i l t ra t ing  e n e m y  

l ines  (f ig.  1 ) .  

g .  A s  a  warn ing  and de tec t ion  d e v i c e ,  scout  dog 
t e a m s  a r e  not l imi ted  t o  jus t  g round o p e r a t i o n s  but c a n  
a l s o  be employed  f r o m  s m a l l  w a t e r  c r a f t  in s w a m p y  
r e g i o n s  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  c a n a l  banks f o r  hidden e n e m y .  

h .  While scout  dogs a r e  p r i m a r i l y  used  a t  night 
due t o  t h e  handicaps  of d a r k n e s s  on h u m a n  a b i l i t i e s ,  
they m a y  a l s o  be used  dur ing  daylight  w h e r e  t e r r a i n  
and w e a t h e r  condit ions l imit  humarr v i s ib i l i ty  and w h e r e  
enemy d e v i c e s  a r e  apt  t o  evade t h e i r  de tec t ion ;  i . e . ,  



jungles, high g r a s s y  a r e a s ,  r i ce  paddies ,  and a r e a s  
which encourage the use of underground hiding p laces  
due t o  absence  of cover .  

i. Working a scout dog in a vil lage o r  hamle t ,  
however,  i s  conducive to  the working abi l i t ies  of the  
dog. A good example of th is  i s  whe re  scout dogs have 
been used in suppor t  of s e a r c h  and se i zu re  type ope ra -  
tions against  the  enemy.  In these  ins tances  the vil-  
lagers  a r e  assembled at  ce r t a in  locations t o  minimize  
any dis t rac t ions  t o  the scout dogs while they sea rched  
houses fo r  hidden enemy (fig.  4 ) .  

j. The mos t  ideal  conditions f o r  working a 
scout dog a r e  found in those  a r e a s  s p a r s e l y  inhabited 
with few dis t rac t ions .  It mus t  be r emembered  tha t  a 
scout dog i s  unable t o  dist inguish between f r iend o r  foe 
and if through repeated contact with indigenous person-  
ne l  the dog i s  constantly taken off the a l e r t ,  it wi l l  
soon lose i n t e r e s t  in i ts  t a sk .  

7. MAINTAINING TACTICAL PROFICIENCY. 

a .  Dogs in r e a r  a r e a s  need r e f r e s h e r  t ra in ing 
and mus t  be kept in t ra in ing,  and daily work of sho r t  
duration is  recommended.  

b .  A scout dog should not be used on both out- 
posts and pat ro ls  in one night. U both a n  outpost and 
a pat ro l  a r e  needed, two dog6 should be uti l ized.  Ex- 
per ience  has  proven that a scout dog's m o s t  valuable 
function is  that  'of patroll ing.  

12 
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c .  Dogs which have not m a d e  contac t  dur ing  
two s u c c e s s i v e  p a t r o l s  should be encouraged  by p a t r o l -  
ling a g a i n s t  a  s t a g e d  a m b u s h .  T h i s  m a y  be done on a 
v e r y  s m a l l  s c a l e ,  but suff icient  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  d o g ' s  
i n t e r e s t  in i t s  m i s s i o n .  

d .  A scout  dog c a n  w o r k  a t  m a x i m u m  efficiency 
f o r  2 o r  3 h o u r s  a t  a  t i m e ;  l e s s  in s o m e  t r o p i c a l  c l i -  
m a t e s .  On long o p e r a t i o n s  demanding  t h e  u s e  of a  
s i n g l e  dog a t  t h e  point e l e m e n t  f o r  longer  p e r i o d s  of 
t i m e ,  two dogs should be u s e d ,  keeping one in  t h e  r e a r  
a s  a  r e s e r v e  e l e m e n t  (f ig.  1) .  

8 .  CASUALTY. 

a .  Should a handler  b e c o m e  a c a s u a l t y  h e  wi l l  
be t r e a t e d  under  the  p a t r o l ' s  c a s u a l t y  p lan :  

(1)  Lf the  h a n d l e r  is  wounded and  i s  t o  be 
left f o r  l a t e r  evacua t ion ,  the  dog w i l l  r e m a i n  with the  
h a n d l e r .  

( 2 )  If t h e  h a n d l e r  i s  t o  b e  evacua ted  by  t h e  
p a t r o l  t h e n  t h e  dog m a y  e i t h e r  b e  t u r n e d  l o o s e ,  a s  
m o s t  dogs w i l l  fol low t h e i r  h a n d l e r ,  o r  if t h i s  is  not 
p o s s i b l e ,  t h e n  a m e m b e r  of t h e  p a t r o l  w i l l  have  t o  b e  
de ta i led  t o  lead  t h e  dog by t h e  l e a s h .  

(3)  At t i m e s  s o m e  dogs  w i l l  t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e i r  h a n d l e r s ;  in t h i s  c a s e  e v e r y  a t t e m p t  should be 
m a d e  t o  ge t  t h e  dog away f r o m  t h e  h a n d l e r  s o  tha t  t h e  



Figure  4 .  Search Operations: Villages,  Hamlets 
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l a t t e r  c a n  be t r e a t e d  a n d / o r  evacua ted .  If t h i s  f a i l s ,  
t h e n  t h e  dog ahould be d e s t r o y e d  in o r d e r  tha t  t h e  
h a n d l e r ' s  life m a y  be s a v e d .  

b. LI the  h a n d l e r  is  known t o  be d e a d  and t h e  
dog cannot  b e  r e c o v e r e d  by m e m b e r s  of t h c  p a t r o l .  
thgn  t h e  dog wi l l  be d e s t r o y e d  r a t h e r  than  left  behind 
wi th  t h e  h a n d l e r ' s  body.  It i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e n e m y  
t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  dog and in due  t i m e  u t i l i ze  it a g a i n s t  
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s .  

9 .  FOOD AND NOURISHMENT 

a .  A supply of f r e s h  w a t e r  c a r r i e d  on p a t r o l  i s  
m o r e  v i t a l  t h a n  food.  

b .  Lf f r e s h  w a t e r  is  not a v a i l a b l e  t h e n  loca l ly  
p r o c u r e d  w a t e r  should b e  e i t h e r  boiled o r  t r e a t e d  wi th  
pur i f ica t ion  t a b l e t s .  

c .  Jufi t  p r i o r  t o  going on p a t r o l  a  s c o u t  dog 
should not bc f e d ,  a s  t h i s  h a s  the  s a m e  effect  a s  a  m a n  
working  r igh t  a f t e r  eat ing a  big m e a l .  H o w e v e r ,  a  
p len t i fu l  supply of f ie ld  r a t i o n s  should be t a k e n  by the  
h a n d l e r  t o  f e e d  t h e  dog dur ing  o p e r a t i o n s .  While t h e  
dog m a y  be a b l e  t o  go  a couple of day8 without  food ,  it 
cannot  g o  f o r  long without  w a t e r .  Thia  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t r u e  in  Southeas t  A s i a  due  t o  t h e  h e a t  and  humidi ty  
which  w i l l  c a u s e  a  dog t o  d c y d r o t e  f a s t e r  than  in 
c o o l e r  c l i m a t e s .  



10. VETERINARY SUPPORT. Veter inary  support  
is  essent ia l  t o  the  continued effectiveness of dogs on 
a tac t ica l  operation. In counterinsurgency operations 
the re  a r e  many things that can happen to l imit  o r  
render  a dog'ineffective. The re  is always the poss i -  
bility of a dog drinking disease-r idden wa te r ,  stepping 
in a mantrap,  o r  suffering f rom heat exhaustion. In 
mos t  instances where  a veter inary  technician is p r e s -  
ent ,  minor  i l lnesses  and injuries can be t rea ted on the  
spot thus permitt ing the dog t o  continue i t s  mis s ion .  
Lf the  opposite i s . t r u e ,  then the re  is usually no other 
alternative but t o  evacuate the  dog to  the r e a r  to  s tave  
off infection o r  to  prevent aggravating the i l lness .  
One "vet tech" is assigned to a scout dog platoon. 



CHAPTER 2 

SCOUT DOC CAPABILITIES, LIMITATIONS 

11. GENERAL. 

a .  Dogs a r e  possessed of cer ta in  keen s e n s e s  
which make them an invaluable tool in counterinsur.- 
gency operations.  Like other  specialized i tems of 
equipment,  you must  be thoroughly famil iar  with its 
operation before you can fully rea l ize  i ts  benefits.  
Such is the case  with scout dogs.  

b. Thc handler muRt u n d e r ~ t a n d  the capabili-  
t ies  and limitations of scout dogs---what they a r e  
capable of doing, and how wind, weather ,  t e r r a i n ,  and 
environment affect them.  

c .  Scout dogs have proven themselves  effective 
in eve ry  theater  of operations where  they have been 
employed. (In Southeast Asia they have done wel l . )  
The handler i s  responsible fo r  thei r  c a r e ,  t ra in ing,  
and utilization in the field. The re fo re ,  it is  imperat ive  
fo r  the  handler to  know a s  much as  possible about the 
capabili t ies and limitations of scout dogs ,  fo r  th is  
knowledge may  possibly save lives if employed c o r -  
rec t ly .  

12. CANINE SENSES. 

a .  The moat important defense mechan i sms  of 
a scout dog t o  the mi l i tary  a r e  its s enses  of s m e l l ,  
sound, and sight.  

17 



b. P r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d ,  and employed under  i dea l  
condi t ions ,  the a v e r a g e  scout  dog i s  c apab l e  of a l e r t i ng  
on a i r b o r n e  human  s cen t  at a  g r e a t  d i s t ance .  Howeve r ,  
even  an ' a l e r t  of 30 m e t e r s  i s  a  l i fe s a v e r  unde r  t h e  
m o s t  a d v e r s e  condit ions of human v is ib i l i ty .  

c .  But a scout  dog ' s  va lue  i s  not l imi ted  only 
t o  i ts  keen  s e n s e  of s m e l l .  It i s  a l s o  capable  of h e a r i n g  
sounds  40 t i m e s  be t t e r  than  m a n .  Calcula ted  in t e r m s  
of t a c t i c a l  va lue  th is  m e a n s  tha t  a  dog can  foil  an  
enemy t ry ing  t o  inf i l t ra te  a posit ion by de tec t ing  sounds 
too  fa in t  f o r  human e a r s - - - t h e  s c r ap ing  of clothing 
aga ins t  b r u s h ,  h a r s h  brea th ing ,  the  r a s p  of a s anda l  
aga ins t  a  r o c k ,  the acc iden t a l  c l ick ing  of a  bolt ;  and  
even  m o r e  r e m a r k a b l e  i s  i ts  ab i l i ty  t o  de t ec t  the  
p r e s e n c e  of a t r i p w i r e  in to ta l  d a r k n e s s  by t he  f a in t e s t  
of a l l  sounds- - -sound waves by t he  v ibra t ion  of t he  
w i r e ,  plus i t s  abil i ty t o  s cen t  the boobyt rap  and a s -  
soc ia ted  human odor .  

d .  A scout  dog is a l s o  capable  of de tec t ing  a 
f o r e ign  p r e s e n c e  below and above ground l eve l  by- - -  

(1) Giving e a r l y  s i len t  wa rn ing  of e n e m y  
hiding in c a v e s ,  c ana l  banks ,  foxholes ,  t r e e s  ( j ung l e s ,  
f o r e s t s ) ,  r i c e  padd i e s ,  and  even  on occa s ion  a l e r t  on 
the  p r e s e n c e  of a wel l -concea led  rnan t r ap .  

(2 )  Aler t ing  on'dead s cen t :  pos i t ions  r e -  
cent ly  vacated by the  e n e m y ,  d isc los ing  the  d i r ec t i on  
and approximate  s t r eng th  of t he  enemy  in t e r m s  of 



individuals  o r  g r o u p s ,  and  if the  s i tua t ion  w a r r a n t s ,  
leading a  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e  t o  the  exac t  loca t ion  of a  
h o s t i l e  f o r c e .  

e .  It i s  not in tended ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  imply  tha t  
s c o u t  dogs  a r e  infallib!e, incapable  of e r r o r ,  o r  de-  
void of l i m i t a t i o n s .  They  have  t h e i r  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  but 
t h e s e  l imi ta t ions  a r e  h a r m f u l  only when t h e  h a n d l e r  
is  u n a w a r e  of what  they a r e  and what  influence t h e y  have  
on the  dog ' s  s e n s o r y  and phys ica l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

13. TRAINING AND PHYSICAL CONDITIONING. 

a .  A scout  dog d o e s n ' t  e n t e r  m i l i t a r y  l i fe  with 
a  so-ca l led  "nose" f o r  work ing  on h u m a n  s c e n t .  T h i s  
is  someth ing  that  the  dog m u s t  be t r a i n e d  t o  do .  

b. T h e  s c o u t  dog m u s t  be t r a i n e d  t o  w o r k  on 
a i r b o r n e  s c e n t  a lone .  T h e  dog m u s t  be broken  f r o m  
any  a t t e m p t  t o  " t rack"  i ts  h u m a n  q u a r r y .  A s c o u t  dog  
tha t  is  p r o n e  t o  t r a c k m a y  lead  you into a n  a m b u s h .  
Even a  dog t h a t  only occas iona l ly  puts  i ts  nose  t o  t h e  
grouncl w i l l ,  d u r i n g  th i s  i n t e r v a l ,  be subjec t  t o  m i s s i n g  
a n  n l c r t .  

c .  A dog m u s t  a l s o  be d i s c o u r a g e d  f r o m  paying 
a t tcn t ion  to a n i m a l  s c e n t s .  You cannot  b r e a k  a  dog 
f r o m  a l e r t i n g  on a n i m a l s ,  but it should not be allowecl - 
t o  g o  in p u r s u i t  o r  pay m o r e  than  m o m e n t a r y  a t tcn t ion  
t o  t h e s e  s c e n t s .  



d .  A.scout dog must  a l so  be in top physical 
'condition in o rde r  to withstand the r igo r s  of t r ave r s ing  
mountajnous jungle t e r r a i n  over extended periods of 
t ime  and in t ropical  heat .  It must  a l s o  be subjected t o  
continuous training in the field a s  wel l  a s  in ga r r i son .  
This  should include regular  scheduled hours  of obedi- 
ence ,  obstacles ,  road m a r c h e s ,  and scouting prob- 
l ems .  The obstacles that it should be t ra ined to  over-  
come a r e  those common to the t e r r a i n  it will  be en- 
countering, e . g . ,  swinging br idges ,  monkey br idges ,  
deep ravines ,  canals ,  and r i v e r s .  

14. AFFECTS OF WIND AND TERRAIN. 

a .  Wind 

(1) Wind is the mos t  important single f a c t o i  
t o  be  considered when employing scout dogs. F o r  it 
is  t he  wind that c a r r i e s  hosti le scent  and sounds to  the 
dog. Denied the  advantages of wind, no m a t t e r  how 
s l ight ,  the effectiveness of a scout dog i s  great ly  di- 
minished. 

I ( 2 )  In this regard  a scout dog should be 

1 employed a t  the point or  on the windward flank of a 
tac t ica l  element in o rde r  to take  advantage of the wind 

( 3 )  The handler should be able  t o  ree l  o r  
s ense  what d i rec t ion the wind i s  blowing a t  any t ime  
without having to  r e l y  on su'ch expedients a s  dropping 
dust or  bits of ha i r  f rom his dog's back and noting i t s  



direc t ion  of dr i f t .  A re l iable  indicator i s  the  dog i t-  
se l f ;  observe  it and the d i rec t ion  in which i ts  nose is  
pointing. 

( 4 )  Wind produces what is  known a s  a  scent  
cone.  Due to  the  difference in wind velocity,  s t rong 
wind will  produce a  scent  cone that  is  na r row in width 
compared to  a  modera t e ,  steady wind that  produces  
a  wider scent  cone.  A light wind, such a s  a  b r e e z e ,  
due t o  its lack of fo rce ,  wi l l  c ause  the  scent  t o  dr i f t  
(f ig.  5)  weakly.  Strong, gusty winds ,  on the o ther  
hand, w!ll c r ea t e  eve r  changing scent  pa t terns  de-  
pending on the wind's velocity a t  that  par t icular  mo-  
ment .  

b.  T e r r a i n .  

( 1 )  The effect of t e r r a i n  on the  t r a v e l  of 
scent  is  a l s o  a  var iable  f ac to r ,  and one which a l s o  
dese rves  the handler 's  consideration.  

( 2 )  Wind hitting a hil l top o r  the c r e s t  of a  
h i l l  i s  prone  t o  b reak  into two o r  t h ree  s m a l l e r  s t r e a m s  
of a i r  c u r r e n t  (fig. 6 ) .  The effect i s  quite s i m i l a r  t o  
that  produced by water  breaking around a  boulder in t he  
middle of a  s t r e a m  o r  r i v e r .  Mountains,  g o r g e s ,  
but tes ,  b r e a k s ,  va l leys ,  and t imber l ines  wi l l  a l l  c ause  
the wind to  sweep and swir l .  T h u s ,  a  handler  should 
study the  t e r r a i n  t o  analyze the bes t  employment of his 
dog and to  proper ly  de t e rmine  how the t c r r a i n  wi l l  af- 
fec t  his dog's a l e r t s  (fig. 7) .  



( 3 )  T h e  only wind that  w i l l  blow wi th  a n y  
s t a a d i n e s s  is that  which c o m e s  o v e r  a  f l a t  and e v e n  
s u r f a c e  ( f ig .  8) .  

( I )  A s m a l l  land t a b l e t o p ,  o r  thc  t o p  of a  
n l c s a ,  i s  probably thc w o r s t  p lace  f o r  a  dog t o  t r y  t o  
find a  hidden m a n .  Scents  b o r n e  by tlrc wind off a  
m e s a  m a y  be s c a t t e r e d ,  blown a l o f t ,  o r  d i e  b e f o r e  they  
c o m e  into contac t  wi th  ground l e v e l .  A dog m a y  pick 
u p  a  s c e n t  f a r  f r o m  a  m e s a  only t o  l o s e  it once  h e  
c o m e s  c l o s e ,  b e c a u s e  it i s  being blown o v e r  i t s  head 
( f ig .  9 ) . .  

(5 )  A h a n d l e r  on top  of a  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  
should bc p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l e r t .  Wind blowing f r o m  open 
t e r r a i n  and up o v e r  t h e  h i l l ,  p a s s ,  c u t ,  o r  m e s a  m a y  
c a r r y  a s c e n t  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o r  f r o m  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  
away ( f ig .  l o ) ,  and t h e  dog m a y  show s o m e  confusion 
when a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  edge of s u c h  a  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e .  

15. CAPABILITIES AND LIlMITATIONS O F  SCOUT 
DOGS OPERATING IN RICE PADDIES, MARSHES, 
SWAMPS, OR J U N G L E - T Y P E  TERRAIN.  

a .  T h e  Use  f o r  and  P u r p o s e  of T h i s  T r a i n i n g .  

(1)  F o r  a  scout  dog t e a m  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l  
and a c c o m p l i s h  i ts  m i s s i o n  in s u p p o r t  of in fan t ry  u n i t s ,  
it m u s t  be condit ioned t o  o p e r a t e  in m ~ i d ,  w a t e r ,  and 
s w a m p s .  ancl bc capa l>lc  o i  dctcct i l lg crrcmy an>brishes 
ancl o t h e r  concea led  hicling placcu (u*hich m a y  have  
p r e v i o u s l y  provided  a  haven  l o r  the  e n e m y  t o  s l ip  
a w a y  and avoid d e t e c t i o n ) .  
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F i g u r e  5. Scent  Cones .  



Figure  6. Effects of Wind on Ter ra in .  
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F i g u  re 7.  Wind Deflection by Na tu r a l  T e r r a i n .  
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F ~ g u r e  8 .  Effect of W i n d  o n  Open T e r r a i n .  
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F i g u r e  9 .  Effect of \Vind Blowing from a M e s a .  
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(2) M a r s h e s ,  swamps ,  and r i ce  paddies 
a r e  found throughout Asia .  To  effectively c a r r y  the 
war  to  the  enemy in this region,  pa t ro l s  m u s t  t r a v e l  
through var ious  types of t e r r a i n .  Under these  condi- 1 
t i ons ,  a pa t ro l  is  ext remely  vulnerable  to  enemy a m -  I 

bush and sn ipe r  f i r e  due t o  reduced vis ib i l i ty ,  cove r ,  
andfoncealment .  With a highly t ra ined scout dog the 
r i s k  of the pa t ro l  being ambushed is reduced cons ide r -  
ably .  

( 3 )  Recognizing this '  capabi l i ty ,  scout dogs 
can  effectively pat ro l  a t  the point posit ion t o  and f r o m  
objective a r c a s .  A scout dog t eam mus t  be capable of 
ca r ry ing  out mi s s ions  in w a t e r ,  mud ,  swampy a r e a s ,  
and on d r y ,  c l e a r ,  open t e r r a i n .  

b. The  P r o p e r  Employment of Scout Dog T e a m s  
in Th i s  Environment.  

(1) The dog should be worked on point pos i -  
t ion.  

(2) A minimum of one guard  is  ass igned to  
protec t  the handler and dog. 

( 3 )  The  number of r e s e r v e  dogs with the 
pa t ro l  would depend on d i s t ances ,  mi s s ion ,  and t e r -  
r a in .  



( 4 )  Due t o  the n e c e s s a r y  amount  of no ise  
c a u s e d  by  the  p a t r o l ,  the  dog t e a m  should p a t r o l  ahead  
with the  f o r w a r d  e l e m e n t ,  keeping e y e  contac t  wi th  t h e  
m a i n  body. In t h i s  m a n n e r  t h e  dog c a n  w o r k  m o r e  e f -  
fec t ive ly  and u s e  i t s  s e n s e s  of s c e n t .  sound ,  a n d  s i g h t  
t o  b e t t e r  advantage .  

I ( 5 )  B e c a u s e  of i r r e g u l a r  wind d r i f t s  c a u s e d  

~ by t h i s  t e r r a i n ,  the dog Learn should  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  
z igzag  if p o s s i b l e ,  us ing  the  wind t o  h i s  d o g ' s  advan-  

I t a g e .  

( 6 )  The  h a n d l e r  should  t r a v e l  a s  light a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  b e c a u s e  e x c e s s i v e  equipment  wi l l  c a u s e  h im 
t o  s ink  d e e p e r  in mud and s w a m p .  

c .  Dogs Should ba Highly T r a i n e d  and  C o n t r o l -  
led.  - 

(1)  F i g h t e r s ,  f a s t  w o r k e r s ,  n e r v o u s ,  e n e r -  
g e t i c ,  o r  noisy clogs should be c o r r e c t e d  of t h e s e  un-  
d e s i r e d  h a b i t s ,  and a r e  not s e l e c t e d  f o r  p a t r o l s .  Such 
a dog wi l l  not hold up  in rugged t e r r a i n ,  and w i l l  only 
t i r e  i t s c U  and the  h a n d l e r .  

( 2 )  S m a l l  dogs  ( 40 - 60 l b s . )  u n d e r  vo ice  
and  hand-s igna l  c o n t r o l  a r e  i d e a l  f o r  point e m p l o y -  
m e n t .  

( 3 )  Use of the  25-foot l e a s h  and  off l e a s h  
should be c o n s i d e r e d ,  if pos9 ib le .  t o  a l low f r e e d o m  
of m o v e m c n t  t o  the  s c o u t  dog t e a m ,  provided  the  dog 
i s  under  c o n t r o l .  
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( 4 )  H a n d l e r s  pa t ro l l ing  in  m u d  should t a k e  
s h o r t  s t e p s  t o  avoid sinking d e e p  and  cons tan t ly  moving  
a r o u n d .  

( 5 )  T h e  c o m m a n d  EASY should  b e  used  s o  
t h a t  t h e  dog s e t s  a  s low p a c e .  

( 6 )  Dogs a r e  c o r r e c t e d  f o r  playing and  
jumping a round in m u d  and  w a t e r .  

( 7 )  T h e  h a n d l e r  should t a k e  c o v e r ,  when  
under  f i r e ,  and c o n t r o l  h i s  dog dur ing  a c t i o n s .  

(8) When walking o r  work ing  on top  of r i c e  
paddies (d ike  w a l l s ) ,  h a n d l e r s  should  be c a u t i o u s ,  a s  
t h e  enemy p l a c e s  m i n e s  o r  boobyt raps  in t h e s e  a r e a s .  

R E M E M B E R - - - t h e  dog ' s  weight  m a y  not s e t  off a  m i n e .  

( 9 )  C o r r e c t  a  dog of dr ink ing  e x c e s s i v e  
a m o u n t s  of d i r t y  w a t e r ;  t h i s  w i l l  c a u s e  the  dog t o  b e -  
c o m e  s i c k ,  cough,  ancl c r e a t e  u n d e s i r e d  no ise .  

d. Dense  jungles w i l l  r e s t r i c t  the  t r a v e l  of 
s c e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  caus ing  it t o  dr i f t  a i m l e s s l y  d u e  
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  l ack  of c i r c u l a t i o n  in s u c h  a r e a s .  An 
a l e r t  r a n g e  of 15 t o  30 m e t e r s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  good 
u n d e r  s u c h  condi t ions .  

e .  Human s c e n t s  f r o m  fo,xholes b e c o m e  b o r n e  
by the  wind b e c a u s e  s c e n t s  r i s e  a s  t h e y  e v a p o r a t e .  
T h e s e  s c e n t s  a r e  not a s  s t r o n g  a s  t h o s e  produced  by 
m e n  in t h e  open .  



f .  Rice  paddies wi l l  s low a dog ' s  p r o g r e s s ,  
which i s  often t o  t he  hand l e r ' s  advantage ,  but it w i l l  in 
no way affect  t h e  dog ' s  e f fec t iveness .  I t s  ab i l i ty  t o  
s cen t  and de tec t  a  hos t i le  f o r c e  i s  e v e r y  bit a s  good a s  
when working on  f i r m  ground.  

g .  A mountainous envi ronment  wi l l  t ax  a dog ' s  
s t a m i n a ,  but if the dog is in good phys ica l  condit ion 
and i t s  ene rg i e s  a r e  conse rved  f o r  t hose  pe r i ods  when 
ac tua l ly  needed ,  t hen  t h e r e  i s  no  r e a s o n  why it 
shouldn' t  be ab le  t o  keep  pace  with t he  hand l e r  and the 
pa t ro l .  

50 11 3 Army-F t .  Benning , G a .  24 Apr  67 
3 2 


	HandBook Scout Dog Chapter 1.pdf
	Handbook Scout Dog Chapter 2.pdf

